[Acceptance of preventive vaccinations by physicians and the general population].
The acceptance of vaccinations depends on the quality of information on effects and side effects. This publication deals with the results of three questionnaire studies: Questionnaire 1 was directed to the general population and contained questions on vaccination history and acceptance of vaccinations, questionnaire two and three were addressed to practitioners (general medicine/paediatrics/internal medicine) with additional questions on the number of vaccinations performed per year. An average of 50% of the persons taking part in the questionnaire study had been vaccinated within the last 10 years against diphtheria, tetanus, polio and/or influenza. The acceptance of these vaccinations was quite satisfactory whereas opinions on mumps and measles vaccinations were quite negative. In the course of the questionnaire study with practitioners it could be demonstrated that vaccinations against diphtheria, tetanus, polio and influenza were regarded as useful while immunisation against mumps, measles, tuberculosis, pertussis and chicken-pox were not regarded as useful. Information programes on vaccinations and the need for further investigations are discussed as well as the problem of mandatory vaccinations.